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Excellencies, Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen,

First, let me thank you for your participation in this event and your interest in key issues of social development and the Millennium Development Goals in Iran. I also wish to thank the Management and Planning Organization for their close cooperation in arranging this seminar, and my good colleagues in UN Country Team. 

I feel also honoured to be here, to open this seminar, and to be able to share some of our ideas and concerns with you: We are organizing this seminar within the framework of the celebrations of the 60th anniversary of the UN on 24 October, a time for renewal.

In September 2000, at the United Nations Millennium Summit, world leaders agreed to a set of time-bound and measurable goals and targets for combating poverty, hunger, disease, illiteracy, environmental degradation and discrimination against women. Placed at the heart of the international agenda, they are now called Millennium Development Goals (MDGs). The summit’s Millennium Declaration also outlined a consensus on how to proceed, with a stronger focus on human rights, good governance and democracy as well as conflict prevention and peace building.

Some of these have very direct implications for governments, business sector, NGOs and people themselves. Others relate more broadly to the enabling framework and policy environment in which we have to operate. All of them are relevant for the Governments, Civil Society and the Private Sector in today’s inter-dependent global economy.
Many nations will achieve the MDGs only if they receive substantial support, advocacy, expertise and resources from outside. This is less true of a country such as Iran, with its remarkable human and financial resources. Nevertheless, the challenges for the global community, in both the developed and developing world, are to mobilize financial support and political will, re-orient government development priorities and policies, build capacity and reach out to partners in civil society and the private sector. 

International objectives such as peace, security, sustainable development, human rights and poverty alleviation, are increasingly interlinked. They have ramifications for all sectors of society. Their achievement requires complex and collaborative solutions. Whilst governments must carry primary responsibility for achieving them, it is increasingly in the interest of business to be part of the solution rather than part of the problem. Over the past decade, domestic and foreign companies have become more important and influential actors in many developing countries as a result of privatization and market liberalization. They have a powerful stake in the future progress of these countries.

At the same time, there are growing international demands for governments and companies to be more transparent and more accountable for their economic, social and environmental impacts everywhere they operate. 

Trade and industry associations, chambers of commerce and other types of business coalitions, NGOs, civil society organization, political parties and parliaments can play a particularly important role in helping to tackle development challenges that are beyond the scope, capacity or mandate of any individual government. Such collective action can increase both the leverage and legitimacy of these stakeholders in addressing the Millennium Development Goals.
In Iran, the United Nations is working actively with the Iranian government and especially the Management and Planning Organization (MPO), in order to support the national capacity for achieving the Millennium Development Goals.  A national MDG committee has been setup by the decree of the ex-President of Iran, his Excellency Seyed Mohammad Khatami in MPO. Parallel to this process, UN has helped NGOs and the Private Sector to form their own committees on MDGs and to financially support some of their advocacy activities.

The first report on MDGs in Iran has been launched in December 2004, which today we will have a presentation on it. Now the major task is to draft a national action plan for achieving MDGs and also to link national development plans and strategies to MDG targets, and to ensure their achievement in Iran by 2015. The fourth 5year national development plan of Iran has already embraced many of the MDG targets, maybe in different names, but the challenge is now to prepare the sectoral and provincial development plans, which need to be MDG oriented also.

Up to now the support of the Iranian government to the work of UN agencies in Iran on MDGs were spectacular. The interest shown by the new president of Iran, his Excellency Dr. Mahmood Ahmadinejad, and the Speaker of the Maljis, His Excellency Dr. Hadad Adel to participate in the UN summit on MDGs and UN reform is another clear sign from the Iranian authorities on their commitment to work on MDGs in Iran and also to support UN in this great task. 

Our main objective today is to find ways and solutions to strengthen these processes and increase cooperation amongst all stakeholders, and also to review the exiting government plans to achieve MDGs and Iran progress.

I very much hope that participants of this seminar will embrace this initiative and actively engage in the plenary discussion. By building bridges with the world, you can do your part to find solutions to the pressing challenges of our times.  I look forward to working with you towards that end, and wish you all the best for a successful seminar.

Thank you very much, and enjoy the day.
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