Resident Coordinator Speech

 Closing remarks:

1- The next MDG report of Iran will be prepared in 2006. It is expected that the quality of data on goals one, six and seven to be improved.

2- The Iranian government should focus on cooperating with development partners, such as CSOs, private sector and universities. The exiting committees should be strengthened. 

3- Good governance is one of the main pillars of sustainable development in every country; MDGs could be a base for all groups’ work and cooperation to reach this aim.

4- It is very much recommended to prepare the sectoral and provincial development plans of Iran according to MDG targets.

5- More coordination amongst government agencies in data collection is very much needed.

6- The quality of data in Iran should be improved; there are no or very little data on many targets, especially the environmental targets.

7- Management and Planning Organization of Iran have a major and main role in this regard and it is recommended to advocate the MDGs amongst its staff and experts. UN will support this initiative.

8- Private sector is one of the main contributors and stakeholders in poverty reduction and development of the country. The government agencies should support private sector. Also it is very much recommended that Iranian government to provide the opportunity and the basis for the private sector to engage in policymaking and poverty reduction plans and programmes.

9- The same is very much applied to NGOs.

10- Private sector should understand and implement its corporate social responsibility and also to show that it seeks society’s benefits and welfare.

11- We appreciate the role and cooperation of MPO in this regard and especially the social affairs director of the MPO, Dr. Moafian’s Office for his support to this seminar. We wish that this cooperation would expand and continue.

12- We also appreciate the presence all the participants who devoted their time for this important event and also to all the organizers and staff who were involved.

13- UN Country team is ready to cooperate with all groups and national development partners in advocacy for MDGs, capacity building and technical cooperation. The UN Development assistance Framework (UNDAF) has generated a very solid and sound ground for this cooperation. Iran UNDAF will cover a period of five years, from 2005 till 2009 and all of its activities are planned to be jointly implemented with different government.

I wish you a pleasant evening and thanks for attending this seminar. I also wish to especially thank the MPO and our esteem panelists for their contributions and time. 

